THOMAS SWAN

Thomas Swan (in India from 1825–27) was born in 1795 of Scottish parents, resident in Manchester. He returned with his family to Edinburgh when he was six years old.  Moving from the Church of Scotland, he was baptised by Christopher Anderson at Richmond Court in October 1817, and assigned to preach in Gilmerton. Charlotte Chapel sent him to Bristol Baptist Academy from 1821–24, to study for missionary service in India. He then studied at Edinburgh University in preparation for his role as Divinity Tutor at Serampore. Supported by the Chapel, Swan served at Serampore for three years (1826–29; the Chapel records wrongly say 1825–27
). When the Serampore mission separated from the Baptist Missionary Society, Swan (alone) did not agree with the action taken by Carey and his colleagues, with whom he lodged vigorous protests. He returned to Britain and became the Pastor of the Baptist Church at Cannon Street, Birmingham, in 1829. He ministered there from 1829 until his death in 1857. His ministry was particularly fruitful, resulting in the baptism of 966 persons, an average of 35 per year. He served as President of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland in 1839.

Donald Meek published three articles in the Chapel Record in the first five months of 1992, entitled ‘Charlotte Chapel and the Indian Connection’. Excerpts from the third article, ‘The first Chapel missionaries’ are reproduced here for ease of reference. Much of the material has already been given, above, but there are some new items.

The missionary roll of Charlotte Chapel begins with the following missionaries, all of whom served in India: John Mack (1821-45), Thomas Swan (1825-​27), Helen Mack (1828-30) and John Leechman (1832-37). Their presence on the roll means that they were supported financially by the Chapel for the periods of service shown in brackets. In the March issue, we considered the life and contribution of John Mack, and we summarised all that is currently known about his sister, Helen. In this article we offer brief outlines of the lives of the other missionaries who served in, or were destined for, India before 1850 and had a strong connection with Charlotte Chapel.

Thomas Swan

Thomas Swan belonged to Charlotte Chapel, and was sent by the Chapel to Bristol Baptist College (1821-24). He then studied at Edinburgh University with a view to becoming Divinity Tutor at Serampore. Supported by the Chapel, Swan served at Serampore for only two years (1825-27), and left as a consequence of the separation of the mission from the BMS. He did not agree with the action thus taken by Carey and his colleagues, with whom he lodged vigorous protests. On returning to Britain, Swan became pastor of the Baptist Church at Cannon Street, Birmingham, in 1829, where he ministered until his death in 1857. He served as President of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland in 1839.

�  The danger of making assumptions from the dates on the Chapel’s Missionary Roll of Honour, which lists Thomas Swan’s dates as 1825–27, is illustrated by the following statement in Robert Aitken’s survey of Chapel life, written for the 150th anniversary, ‘Thomas Swan went out as Theological Professor at Serampore for two years until his death in 1827.’
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